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We have accepted 
that...

• Children have disappeared from City streets
• Children are banned to ”reservates” called 

playgrounds to play safe
• ...Yet 24/7 allowance for car traffic, 

even in front of schools and kindergardens
• > 90% of the space for stationary traffic

 is reserved for parked cars
• Traffic rules are mainly designed for the 

requirements of car traffic
• That cars are a big source of danger for our 

children



The Scooter….my tool to explore the streets in the 60‘s



“The simplest 
indicator for the living 
quality in a city, is the 
number of children  in 
the streets”  Jahn Gehl



Freiburg (DE): 201 Home Zones
Catalogue of inspiring activities





Number of friends on 
average

Share of trips to visit 
friends done without 
supervision of adults

Social contacts of 
parents on 

average

5 year old children and their parents

No / little car traffic

Lots of car traffic

Home zones generate friendships



Interventions 
in public 
space

Temporary 
street 
openings

Educational 
tools

Empower
active 

mobility

Crystallisation 
points

Planning 
procedures 
and 
integration 
in SUMP

Activity Fields



What to think about….

- Ethic work issues
- Consent forms for

questionnaires, photos and videos
- Data Protection procedures

For international projects 
Informed Consent Procedures
Ethic approvals (different in every country)

Independent ethic advisor

Special rules for children



School environment scan & Safe to school      City of Tilburg



Make use of the visionary power of children
for public space transformations



•

The street as an extended school / play area,
and as Livin‘ Lab for a new space distribution





Video „School Street“



•

Umsetzungsinhalte

Temporary school street
Marshallgasse , Graz



•

 Survey amongst 
residents:

What to you think about the 
transformation of the street into a 
school street? 

With lessons on the street, with 
children stay during breaks?

No cars allowed durin school 
hours, no car parking
.

www.metamorphosis-project.eu

I fully agree

I agree but…

I do not care

I am against it



Karl Reiter Metamorphosis - Civitas Sept. 2018

Reclaim streets for one day:  
e.g. Car Free day, parking day, special local days 

Several days and regular street openings:
e.g.  mobility week, energy week etc.

Permanent freeing from car traffic for school hours:
e.g. living lab – open school streets without cars during school hours

Integration of traffic calming in the school lessons:
Integration into teaching lessons, exercises, homework

Inspire activities in residential areas near schools:
The know how travels home via home work eg. awareness raising for home zones



Teaching and learning materials for primary schools, to 
integrate the topic in school lessons and homework

Metamorphosis - Civitas Karl REITER



School Street Model Bolzano/Merano „Traffic-Acupuncture “

To free streets in front of the schools for 15–30 min in the mornings/afternoons



After 20 min sitting quiet After 20 min walking

/ lower brain activity
/ higher brain activity

* Source: Charles Hillman, and Hillman 
et al. (2009), in Neuroscience



This project has received funding from the European 

Union’s Horizon 2020 research and innovation
programme under grant agreement No 723375

On street lesson in math‘s on a 7 to 5 school street



“Gut Geh Raum” – City of Bregenz (AT)
- 700m School street from 7am to 5 pm

- Extented class room 
- Bus at the speed d of pedestrians



Take out streets from the traffic system
(Unsealing of the asphalt, green space, playground…)

City of Vienna 



Crystallisation Point  - Urban Gardening - City of Alba Julia 
- School lessons the garden as a learning space

- school projects on permaculture
- connected events like organic cooking



…to ease Community Street- Openings –
City of Southampton

- own web-page, simplified procedure, invitation to apply  



Skater ramp – to fight against illegal car 
parking (City of Meran, IT)



City of Zürich

Neighbourhood analysis  by Children/ 
Share point  / Tunnel painting



On street lesson in arts and handycrafts

School project on how to transform a parking space 
into a juice bar



Guide what to play in 
a home zone



Gamification  to promote active mobility (Munich)

Collect kilometres by food, bike and skateboard and get a reward!



• number of children playing in the street increased  by 54 percent

• increase of children walking (80%) or cycling and scooting (31%)

• 6062 people of all ages and up to 82 (X̅ = 12.3 years) years played kreuz & 
quer 

• 2019 May - July, participants  walked, cycled a total of 72000km



Wie hat uns das 
passiern können?







1  EU-Project
5 Activity Fields

7 Cities
66  Fact Sheets



Fact sheets

What you will find 

● Short description
● Outcomes
● Impacts
● Process 

information
● Costs, effort
● Application area
● Valuation
● Recommendations
● Contact to the 

Implementers



Let’s establish a 
new “normal ”
J.Gehl / Mikael Colville Andersen



This project has received funding from 
the European Union’s Horizon 2020 
research and innovation programme 
under grant agreement No 723375

For more information
please visit:

www.metamorphosis-project.eu

Childfriendly cities –
METAMORPHOSIS

EU Metamorphosis project

EU Metamorphosis project

eumetamorphosisproject

Metamorphosis 
Transformation 

of neighbourhoods 
in a child-friendly way

to increase the quality of life 
for all citizens
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